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Ireland ( Republic of Ireland )

Type of Company: Private Limited Company

Law: Common Law

Corporate tax: 12.5% on trading profits 25% on non-trading income

Minimum government fees: Nil but an annual return fee of €40 applies

Share Capital: Usual authorised 1,000,000 of €1 each. Minimum paid up €1

Classes of shares permitted: Ordinary and preference shares

Minimum number of directors: Two, only natural persons and at least one must be an EU resident. A register 
of directors is held at the registered office and details of the directors are filed
annually on the annual return.

Minimum number of shareholders: One, can be corporate. A register of shareholders is held at the registered 
office and details of the shareholders are filed annually on the annual return

Company secretary: A company secretary is required and can be a natural person or a corporate 
body.

Meetings: An annual general meeting must take place to approve the accounts but can 
take place by phone or similar methods of communication.

Accounts: Accounts must be prepared and filed annually. The accounts may need to be 
audited but audit exemptions apply for small and medium sized companies 
similar to those in the UK. These accounts are filed with the Registry andalso 
with the tax authorities on an annual basis. 

Company name suffix: Ltd, Limited (or the Gaelic equivalent 

General: Ireland became an independent Republic in 1949. The Euro is its currency.

Ireland benefits from very low levels of corporation tax and many double 
taxation agreements making it a favourable place to set up a company. It is 
also possible to obtain VAT registration subject to certain criteria, most 
mportant of which is trading with Ireland.
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